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Then ſhall the Kingdom of Heaven be likened. unto 
ten Virgins, which took their Lamps j and went 

. orth to meet the Brideproom. os 

| And five of them were wiſe, and five were fool: 
iſh, &c., ; 


n F 
Y deſign at preſent is to explain this 
Parable , and 'to make ſuch Obſerva- 
toms upon it as ſeem moſt naturally 
and without ſqueezing the Parable to 
- ons. omen it: And then to make 
ome Application of it to our ſelves. 

Then ſhall the Kingdom of Heaven 

be likened unto ten Virgins; By the Kingdom of Hea-- 
ven is meant the ſtate and condition of things under 
the Goſpel ; By the ren Virgins, thoſe who embraced 
the Profefſion of it, which 1s here repreſented by their 
1 taking their Lamps and going forth to meet the Bride- 
groom ; in alluſion to the ancient Cuſtom of Marr#s- 
ges, in which the Byidegroom was wont to lead hoine 
| his Bride 1a the Night by the light of Lawps or 


Torches. 
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But this Profeſſion was not in all equally firm and 
fruitful ; and therefore thoſe who perſever'd and conti- 
nued ſtedfalt ia this ProfeGiog, notwithſtanding all the 
temptations and allurements.of the World , and all 
the fierce ſtorms and aſſaults of perſecution to which 
this Profeflion was d; and being thus firmly root-- 
ed in it, did bring forth the fruits of the Spirit and - 
abound in the Graces and Virtues of a good life, Theſe 
are the miſe Virgins : But thoſe who either deſerted 
this Profeſtion, or did not bring forth fruits anſwerable 
toitz are the fooliſh Virgins. 
And that this is the true difference between them 
will appear, if we conſider how the Parable repre- 
ſents them, wer/. 3, 4. They that were fcoliſh took their 
s, and took wo Oyl with them : But the wiſe tork 
Oyl in their Veſſels with their L amps. So that they both 
took their Lawps, and both lighted them, and there- 
fore muſt both be.ſuppos'd to have ſome. oy/ in-their 
Lamps at firſt,. as, appears from werſe 8, where the 


/ Virgins [aid unto the wiſe, give your of1, for 
a Lin are gone out. They had by Zog $- 
iatheir Lampsat firſt, which kept thegs lighted for a 
little while, but had taken no care for hs ſupply. 
And therefare the difference between the wiſe and 
eoliſh Virgins did not, as ſome bave imagin'd, confiſt 
in this, that the w/e Virgins had Oyl, but the fooliſh 
had none; but in this, that the foolgſb had taken no 
care. for a further ſupply, after the Oyl which was at 
Goſt put into their Lamps was ſpent; as the wiſe had 
done, who beſides \the Oyl that was in their Lamps 
carried likewiſe a Reſerve in ſome other Feel for a 
continualſupply of 'the Lamp, as there ſhould be oc- 
cafion ; the wiſe took Oyl in their Veſſels with their Lamps. 
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Now the meaning of all this is, That they who are 
repreſented by the wiſe Virgins had not only embraced 
the Profeſſion of the C ifaw Religion, as the foo/;b 
Virgins alſo had done, for they both had their _ 
lighted ; but. they likewiſe perſever'd in that Profefli- 
on, and brought forth fruits anſwerable to it. For b 
Oy! in their Lamps and the firſt lighting of them, whic 
was common to them both, .is meant that ſolemn Pro- 
feſſion of Faith and. Repentance which all Chriftians 
makein Baptiſm: By that farther ſupply of Oyl, Which 
the wiſe Virgins only took care to provide, is {igai 
© our conſtancy and perſeverance in this Profeſſion, to- 

gether with the fruits of the Spirit, and the improve- 
ment of the Grace received in Bapti/-m by the. prakice 
and exerciſe of all the Graces and Virtzes of a 00d 
life whereby men are fitted and prepar*d for Death and 
Tudzment , Which are. here repre to us by the 
coming of the Pridegroom. | ane” rn fag 

This being plainly the main ſcope and intention of 
the Parable, j (þatl explain the reſt of it, as there ſhall 
be occaſion , under the ſeveral Obſervations which 1 
ſhall raiſe from the ſeveral parts of it. Aad they ſhall 
be theſe. - | 

Firſt, T obſerve the charitable Decoraw which our 
B. Saviour keeps in this as well as in the reft of his P4- 
rables ; as if He would fain ſuppoſe ahd hope, that - 
among thoſe who enjoy the Goſpel and make profeſſi- 
on of it, the number of them that are truly pood'is 
equal to thoſe that are 'bad.; For our B. Saviour | 
repreſents the whole number of the Profeſſors of. Chri- 
ſtianity by ten Virgins, the half whereof the Parable 
ſeems to ſuppoſe ro be truly and really goot, and to 
perſevere in goodaefs to the end, werſ. 1,2. Then ſhall 
the Kingd' m of Heaven be likened unto ten Virgins, which 
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- took their L amps and went farth to meet the Bridegroom : 


And five of them were wiſe, and, five were fooliſh, 
Secondly, T obſerve how very common -it is for men 
to_negleC this great concernment of their Souls, viz. 
a due preparation for another World ; and how wil: 
ling men are to deceive themſelves hetein, and to de- 
ad upon any. thing elſe, how groundleſs agd unrea- 
onable ſoever, rather *than to take pains to be really 
good and'fit for Heaven. And this is in a very lively 
manner repreſented to ,us in the deſcription of the 


«4 fooliſh Virgins, who had provided no ſupply of Ol in 


their Yeſſe/s, and when the Bridegroom was coming 
would have furniſh'd themſelves by borrowing or buying 
of . others, wer}. 8, 9, 10. . 

"Thirdly, 1 obſerve, That even the better ſort of Chri- 
ſtians are not careful and watchful as they ought to pre- 
pare themſelves for Death and Judgment : Whilf the 

ridegroom tarried, they all lumbered and ſlept; eventhe 
wiſe Fargo + ell asthe fooliſh. 

Fourthly, Woe further, how little is to be done 
by ns, to any good purpoſe, in this great work of Pre- 
paration, when it is deferr'd and put off to the laſt. Thus 
the fooleſb Virgins did, and what»a ſad confuſion and 
burry they were in we may ſce wver/. 6, 7,8, 9. nd at 
midnight there mas. a cry made, Behold ! rhe Eridegroom 
cometh ; £o.Je out to meet Him. . At midnight \, the moſt 
diſmal and unſeaſonable time of all other : Then all 
thoſe Virgins aroſe, and trimmed their 1 amps: and the 
foalih (ard wnio the wiſe , give us of your Oyl f.r our 
L amps are gone out : But the wiſe anſ" ered, wot ſo; It|t 
there if wot enough for. us and you ; but po ye rather to 
them that ſell, and buy, for your ſelves. And how ineffe- 
Qual alt that the could doat that time prov'd to. be, 
we find, verſe 10, 11,12 ; And whilſt. they went ta buy 
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The Parable of the ten V/, irgins 


the Bridegroom came, and they that were ready went in 
wich bimto the marriage, and the door was ſhut, After- 
"ward; came alſo the other Virgins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
open tous: Ent he anſwered and ſaid, verily I ſay unto 
you, I know you not. 

 Fifthhy, I obſerve that there is no ſuch thing, as Works 
of Super-erog ation , T hat no man can do, more than 
needs, and 1s. his duty to do, by way. of preparation 
for another, World. For when the fooliſh Virgins 
would have: begg'd of the wife ſome Oy! for their 
Lamps, the wiſe anſwered, not ſo ; leſt there be, not enough 
for ws and you. It was only the fooliſh Virgins! that 
had entertain'd; this fooliſh conceit,” that there, might 
be an over-plus Of. Grace and Merit in others ſufficient 
to ſupply their want : But the. wiſe. knew not of any 
they had to ſpare, but ſuppos'd all that they had little 
enough to qualify them for the reward of eternal 
life; Not ſo, ſay they, wile, left at any time , leſt 
when there ſhould be need and occaſion, all that we 
have done, or could'do, ſhould prove. little enough-for 
our felves.. : 

Sixthly and /aftly, I obſerve, That if we could ſup» 
poſe any perſons to be ſo over-good,. as to have -more 
grace and goodneſs than needs to qualify. them fox 
the feward of eternal life, yer, there \is no. afſienins 
and” transferring of this over:*plus of Grace and Virtue - 
from one man to another. . For we.ſee.; wver/e 9, 10, 
that all the ways which they.could think.of, of. borrows 
ing, or buying Ol of others, did all prove. ineffeQtual; 
becaule the rhing'is 4n. its own nature impraQticable, 
that one Sinner ſhould be in. a.condition-.to merit. for, 
another. 

All theſe Obſervations, {ſeem .to-.have ſame. fair and 
probable 'toundatioh in ſome. part, or othes,of this:P4+ 

. rable ; 
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rable'; and moſt of them , Iam ſure, are agreeable 
to the main ſcope and intention of the whole. I ſhall 
ſpeak to them leverally, and as briefly as I can. 


Firſt, I obſerve the charitable Decorum which our 
B. Saviour keeps in this, as well as in the reſt of his 
Parables; as if he would fain ſuppoſe and'hope, that 
among thoſe who enjoy the Goſpel and.make Profeſi- 
on of it, the number of thoſe who make a firm and fin- 
cere Profeſſion of it, and perſevere in goodneſs to the 
end, is equal to the number of thoſe who do not make 
good their Profeſſion, or who fall off from it, | 

I ſhall not be long upon this, becauſe T lay the leaſt 
ſtreſs upon it, of all che reſt. _ I ſhall only take notice, 
that our B. Saviour in this Parable repreſents the whole 
number of the Profeſſors of Chriftianity by ten Virgins, 
the half of whichthe Parable ſeems to ſuppoſe to have 
ſincerely embraced.the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and to have 
perſever'd therein 'to the laſt; The Kingdom of beaver 
ſhall be likened unto ten Virgin, "which took. their Lamps 
and went forth to meet the Bridegroom.: And five of them 
were wiſe, and five were fooliſh, | 

And this Drecoram our B. Saviour ſeems carefully 
to obſerve in his other Parables: As in the Parable 
of the Prodigal, Luke 15. where for oze Son that left 
his Father, and took riotous courfes, there was another 


that ſtayed always with him and continued conſtant to 


his duty. And in the Parable of the ten Talents, 
which- immediately follows that of the” ze» Yirgins, 
two are ſuppoſed to improve the Talents committed to 
them, for one that made no improvement of his. He 
that had five Talents committed to him made chem 
five more, and he that had two gained other two; and 
only 'he' that had but owe Talent, hid it in the earth, 
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and made no improvement of ic. Andin the Parable 
which 1 am now upon, the number of the Profeſſors 
of CRY , who took care to fit and prepare them- 
ſelves for the coming of the Bridegroom , is ſuppoſed 
equal to the number of thoſe who did not. 

And whether this-be particularly intended in the 
Parable or not, it. may however be thus far inſtruftive 
tous; That we ſhould be fo. far from leſſening the 
number of true Chriſtians, and from confining the 
Church of Chriſt within a narrow compaſs, ſo as to ex- 
clude out of its Communion the far greateſt parc of the 


* 4, Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; that on the contrary ,, we 


ſhould enlarge the Kingdom of Chriſt as much as we 
can, and extend our charity to all Churches and Chri- 
ſtians, of what Denomination loever, as far as regard 
to Truth and to the foundations of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion will permit us to believe and hope well of them ; 
and rather be contented to err a little on the favourable 
and charitable part than to be miſtaken on the cenforious 
and damaing fide. 

And for this reaſon perhaps it is, that our B. Saviour 
chought fir to frame his Parables with ſo remarkable 
a Byaſs to the charitable fide : Partly to inſtruQ& us, 
to extend our charity towards all Chrif:;a» Churches, 
and Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Religion, and our good 
hopes concerning them, as far as with reaſon we can : - 
And partly to reprove the uncharicableneſs of the Jews, 
who politively excluded all the reſt af Mankind, be- 
fides themſelves, from all hopes of Salvation. An adi- 
ous remper, which to-the zmtinite Scandal of the Chri- 

ian Name and Profeſſion, hath prevail'd upon ſome 
Chriſtians to that nocorious degree, as not only to ſhut 
outall the Reform'd Part of the Weſtern Church, almoſt 
equal in number to themſelves, from all hopes of Sal- 
VAarion 
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II. 


vation under the notion of Hereticks ; but likewiſe to 
un-church all the other Churches of the Chriſtian World, 
which are of much greater extent and number. than 
themſelves, that do not own ſubjettion to the Biſbop 
of Rome : And this they do, by declaring it to be of 
neceſſity to Salvation for every Creature to be ſubjef# to 
the Roman Biſhop. And this Supremacy of the Biſbo 
of Rome over all Chriſtian Churches Bellarmin calls 
the Sum of the Chriſflian Religion. "So that the Roman 
Communion is plainly founded in Schiſm, that is , 
in the moſt unchriſtian and uncharitable Pr-/xcip/ethar 
can be, namely, that they are the only true Church of 
Chriſt, out of which none can be ſaved : which was 
the very Schiſm of the Donatiſts. And in this they are 
_ RG that the Learned men of that Church, in 
their Difputesand Writings, are much more inclinable 
to believe theSetvetionof Frakes: to be poſſible; than 
of any of thoſe Chriſtians whom' they. are' pleas'd to 
call Hereticks. The Faith of the Church of Rome is 
certainly none of the beſt ; but of one of the greateſt 
and moſt efſential Vertues of the Chriſtian Religion, I 
mean Charity, T doubt they have-the leaſt :fhare of 
any Chriſtian Church'this day in the World. 


Secondly, T obſerve, not from any particular circum- 
Pance, but from the main Scope and delign of this Pa- 
rable, How very apt a great part of Chriſians are to 
negle& this great concerament of their Souls, viz. a 
careful and due preparation for another World ; and 
how willing they are to deceive themſelves in this 
matter, and to dep! ah any thing elſe, how ground- 
leſs and unreaſonable ſoever, rather than to take-the 
pains to be reallygood and fit for Heaven. And this 


15 ina very lively. manner repreſented to us in the de- 


. {cription 
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ſcription of the fooliſh Virgins, who had provided no 
ſupply of Oyl in their Veſſels, and when the Bridegroom 
-was coming would have turniſh'd themſelves by” bor- 
rowing or buying of others, werſ. 8, 9,10. They con+ 
rented themſelves with having their Laps lighted at 
their frtt ferting out to meet the Bridegroom, that is, 
with their being admitted intro the Profeſſion of Chriſtie 
nity by Baptiſm , but either were not Rtedfaſt in this 
Profeſſion, or were not careful to adorn it with the Gra- 
ces and Vertues of a good lite. 

And the true Realon why men are ſo very apt to 
deceive themſelves 1n this matter , and are ſo bard» 
ly brought to thoſe things wherein Religion mainly 
conſiſts, -1 mean the fruits of the Spirit and the pra- 
ftice of real-Goodnefſs ; I ſay, the true reaſon of this. 
is, becauſe they are extremely deſirous to reconcile, if 
it were poſſible, the hopes of eternal happineſs in ano- 
ther World: with a liberty to. live as they lift in this 
preſent World : "They are loth ro be at the trouble 
and drudgery of mortifying their luſts, and goveraing 
their paſſions, and. bridling their tongues, and praCti- 
ſing all thoſe duties which are comprehended in thoſe 
two great Commandments. of the Love of God and of 
our Neighiour: They would fain gain the favour: of 
God, and make their calling and election ſure, by ſome 
eater way than by giving all diligence to add to their. 
_ and Knowledge the Graces. and Vertaes of -a-good 
ie, 

For the plain truth of-the -matter is, men had ra- 
ther that Religion ſhould be any thing than what in» 
deed it 15, viz: the thwarting and croſſing of their vi- 
cious inclinations, the curing of their evil and corrupt 
affections, the due care and goverament of their un- 
ruly appetites and” piſſions, "A ſincere endeavour __ 
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the conſtant praftice of all holineſs and virtue in their 
lives: And therefore they had much rather have 
ſomething that might handſomely palliate and excuſe 
their evil inclinations and practices, than to be obli- 
ged to retrench and renounce them ; and rather than 
amend and reform their wicked lives, they would be 
contented to make an honourable amends and compenta- 
tion to Almighty God in ſome other way. 

This hath been the way and folly of Mankind in 
all ages, to defeat the great end and deſign of Religi- 
on, and tothruſt it by, by ſubſtituting ſomething elſe in 
the place of it which, as; they think, may ſerve the 
turn as well, having the appearance of as much de» 
votion and reſpect towards, God, and really coſting 
them more money and pains , than'that which God 
requires of them. Men have ever been apr thus to 
impoſe upon themſelves, and to pleaſe themſelves 
with a conceit of pleaſing God full as well, or ber- 
ter, by ſome other way than that which he hath pre- 
{cribed and appointed for them. 

By this means, and upon this falſe Principle, Reli- 
ion hath ever been apt to degenerate both among 
ews and Chriſtians, into external and little obſervan- 

ces, and into a great zeal for leſſer things with a to- 
tal negle&-of-the greater and weightier matters of 
Religion ; and, in a word, into infinite Superſtitions 
of one kind or other, and an arrogant conceit of the 
extraordinary righteouſneſs and merit of theſe things : 
In which ſome have: proceeded to that height , as if 
they could drive a ſtrict bargain with God for eter- 
nal- life and happineſs ;_ and have treated: Him 'in ſo 
inſolent a manner, by their Dofrine of the Merie of 
their Devotions and 'good Works, as if God were 
as much beholden to them for their ſervice and obe- 
dience, 
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dience, as they are to Him, for the reward of them ; 
which, they are not afraid to {ay they may challenge 
at Gods hands as of right and juſtice belonging to 
them. | 

Nay, ſo far have they carried this Do&#rine in the 
Church of Rome, as not only to pretend to merit eter- 
nal life for themſelves , 'bur likewiſe to do a great 
deal more for the benefit and advantage. of others 
who have not righteouſneſs and goodneſs.enough of 
their own : Which, was the filly conceit of the foolifp 
Virgins here in the Parable, as 1 ſhall have occaſion to 
ſhew more fully by and by. 

And. it is no great wonder, that ſuch eaſy ways of 
Religion and.plealing God are very grateful to the cor- 
rupt nature of Man, and that men who are reſolv'd to 
continue in an evil courſe are glad to be of a Church 
which will aſſure Salvation to men upon ſuch terms : 
The great difficulty is, for men to believe that things 
which are ſo apparently abſurd and unreaſonable can 
be true; and to perſuade themſelves that they can 
impoſe upon God by ſuch pretences of ſervice and, 
obedience, as.no wile Prince or Father upon earth is 
to be deluded withal by his Subjeds or Children. We 
ought to have worthier thoughts of God, and to con- 
ſider that Hes a great Kjrg , and will be obey'd and. 
obſerv'd by his creatures iz hi own way and make them ' 
happy, upoa his own terms : and that obedience to 
what he commands is better and more acceptable to him 
than any. other ſacrifice that -we. can offer, which he 
hath not required: at our hands: and likewiſe, that ' 
he is infinitely wile and good ; and therefore that the 
Laws, which he hath given us to live by, are much more 
likely and certain means of our happineſs, than any #n- 


ventions and devices of our own. 
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Thirdly, 1 obſerve that even the better and more con- 
ſiderate A of Chriſtians are not ſo careful and watch- 
ful as they ought to prepare themſelves for Death and 
Judgment ; whilſt the Bridegroom tarried, they all flum- 
bered and ſlept. Even the Diſciples of our Saviour , 
whilſt he was yet perſonally preſent with them, and 
after a particular charge given them from, his own 
mouth, Watch and pray leſt ye enter into temptation ; 
yet did not keep that guard upon themſelves as to 
watch with him for one hour. In many things,lays St. James, 


we offend all; even the beſt of us: And who is there 


that doth not, ſome time or other, remit of his vi- 
gilancy and care, ſo as to give the Devil an advan- 
tage and to Ilye open to temptation, for want of a 
continual guard upon himſelf? But then the difference 
between the wiſe and foo/iſh Virgins was this, that tho 
they both /epr, yer the wiſe did not let their L amps go 
out 3 ny neither quitted their Profeſſion, nor did they 
extinguiſh it by a bad life: and tho when the Bride- 
groom came {uddenly upon them, they were not ſo aQtu- 
ally prepar'd to meet him by a continual vigilancy, yet 
they. were habitually prepar'd by the good diſpoliti- 
on of their minds and the general courſe of a holy 
life: Their Lamps might burn dim for want of contt- 
nual trimming, but they had Oy! in their Veſſels to 
ſupply their Lamps, which. the fooliſ Virgins had ta- 
ken no care to provide. But ſurely the greateſt wiſdom 
of all is to maintain a continual watchfulneſs, that ſo 
we may not be furpriz'd by the coming of the bride- 
room , and bein a confuſion when Death or Judgment 
all overtake us. And bleſſed are thoſe Servants, and 
wc indeed, whoſe Lamps always burn bright , and 
whom the Bridegroom when he comes ſhall find watching 
and in a fit poſture and preparation to meer Him. 
Fomrthly, 


\ 
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Fourthly, 1 obſerve likewiſe, how little is to be doge 
by us, to any good purpoſe, in this great work of Pre- 
paration,” when it 1s deferr'd and put off co the laſt. 
And thus the fooliſh Virgips did, but what a ſad con- 
fuſion and hurry they were in at the ſudden coming 
of the Bridegroom, when they were not only «ſleep, 
but when after they were awaken'd they found them- 
ſelves alrogether unprovided of that which was ne- 
ceſſary to trim their Lamps and to put them in a po- 
ſture to meet the Bridegroom : When they wanted that 
which was neceffary ar that very inſtant, but could not 
be provided in an inſtant: I ſay, what a tumult and 
confuſion they were in, being thus ſurpriz'd, the P4- 
rable repreſents to us at large, werſ.6, 7, $, 9. and at 
midnight there was a cry made, Behold the 225 aw 
cometh, go ye out to meet him. Then all thoſe Virgins 
aroſe and trimmed their Lamps, that is, they went about 
it as well as they could ; and the foolifþ ſaid unto the wiſe, 
give us of 10ur Ol, for our Lamps are gone out. 

At midnight there mas 4 cry made, that is, at the 
moſt diſmal and unſeaſonable time of all other ; when 
they were faſt aſleep, and ſuddenly awaken'd in great 
terror, when they could not on the ſudden recolle& 
themſelves, and conſider what to do; when the ſum- 


mons was ſo very ſhort, that they had neither time to. 


conſider what was fit to be done, nor time to do it in. 
And ſuch is the Caſe of thoſe who pur off their 

Repentance and Preparation for another World, till the 

are ſurpriz'd by Death or Judgment ; for it comes al 


to'one in the iſſue, which of them it be. The Parable 


indeed ſeems more particularly to point at our Lord's 
coming to Judgment, but the caſe is much the ſame 
asto thoſe who are ſurpriz'd by ſadden Death ; ſuch 
as gives them but little, or not ſufficieat time for fo 

. great 


IV. 


—————_———————, 


14 The Parable « of the ten Virgins. 


great a work ; becauſe ſuch as Death leaves them, Judg» 
ment will certainly find them. _ * £5 

And what a miſerable confuſion. muſt they needs be 
in, who are thus ſurpriz'd” either by'the "one or the 
other? How unfit ſhould we be, if the general Tude- 
ment of the World ſhould come upon us on the ſud- 
den, to meet that great Judge at his coming, if we have 
made no preparation for it” before that cime? What 
ſhall we then be able to do, in that great and univerſal 
conſternation, when the Sox of man ſball appear in the 
clouds of Heaven , with- power and great glory ; when 
the Sun (ball be darkend, and the Moon turned into 
blood, and all the powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken : when 
all Natore ſhall feel ſych violent pangs and convullions, 
and the whole World ſhall be in' a combuſtion flaming 
and cracking about our ears : When the Heavens ſhall 
be ſbrivePd up 'as a Scroll when it's roll'd together , and 
the Farth ſhall be toſs'd from its Center, and" every 
Mountain and Iſland ſhall b: removed? What thoughts 
can the wiſeſt men then have about them, in the 
midſt of ſo much noiſe and terror ? Or if they could 
have any, what time will there then be to put them 
ih - execution ?: when they ſhall ſee the Angel, that 
ftandeth upon the Sea and upon the Farth, lifting up his 
hand to Heaven and ſwearing by Him that liveth for ever 
and ever that Time ſhall be no lbnper ; as this dreadful 
Day is deſcribed Rev. 10. 5,6. and chap. 6.15. where 
Sinners are repreſented at the: Appearance of this Great 
Judge, not as flying to God. in hopes of mercy, but 
as lying from Him in utter- deſpair of finding mercy 
with Him : The Kings of the Earth, and the Great 
Men, and the Mighty Men, and the Rich Men, and the 
Great Captains hid themſelves in the Dens and in the 
Rocksof the Earth; and ſaid tothe Mount ains and Rocks 


fall 
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fall on us and hide us from the face of Him that ſitteth on 
the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the 
Great Day of his wrath is come, and who ſhall be able to 
ſtand ? The biggeſt and the boldeſt Sinners that ever 
were upon Earth , ſhall then flee from the face of 
Him whom they have ſo often blaſphemed and denied ; 
and ſhall ſo far deſpair of finding mercy with Him 
in that Day, who would ſue to Him for it no ſooner, 
that they ſhall addreſs themſelves tothe Mountains and 
Rocks, as being more pitiful and exorable than He; to 


hide them from the face of Him that ſuteth on the Throne, - 


and from the wrath of the Lamb : From the wrath of the 
Lamb, to ſignify to us that nothing 1s more terrible- 
than Meekneſs and Patience when they are throughly 
provok'd and turn'd into Fury. 

In ſuch dreadful confuſion ſhall all impenitent Sin- 
ners be, when they ſhall be ſurprizd by that Great 
and terrible Day of the Lord: And the C oe of a dying 
Sinner, who would take no care in the time of his Lite 
and Health to make preparation for another World , is 
not much more hopeful and comfortable. 

For alas ! how little is it that a ſick and dying man 
can do in ſuch a ſtrait of time? in the midſt of fo much 
pain and weakneſs of Body, and of ſuch confuſion 
and amazement of Mind. With what heart can he ſer 


abour ſo great a Work, for which there isſo little time ?' 


With what face can he apply himſelf to God in this 
extremity, whom he hath fo difdainfully negleQed all 
the days of his Life ? And how can he have the con- 
fidence to hope, that God will hear his cries and re- 
gard his tears that are forc'd from him in this day of 
his neceſſity ? when he is conſcious to himſelf thatin 
that /ong day of God's Grace and Patierce he turned 
a deaf earto all his merciful invitations, and zejefed 

the 
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the counſel of God againſt hinſelf. Ina word, how can 
he who would not know, in that his Day, the things which 
belonged to his peace, expect any other but that they 
ſhould now be tor ever hid from b# eyes, which are rca- 
dy to be clos'd in utter darkneſs? | 

I will not pronounce any thing concerning the im- 
poſſibility of a death-bed Repentance: But 1 am ſure 
that it is very difficult, and | believe very rare. We 
have but one Example, that I know of, in the whole 
Bible of the Repentance of a dying Sinner ; I mean 
that of the penitent Thief upon the Croſs : And the 
circumſtances of his Caſe are ſo peculiar and extraordi- 
nary, that I cannot ſee that it. affords any ground of 
hope and encouragement to men in ordinary Caſts. We 
are not like to ſuffer in the company of the Sox of God 
and of the Saviour of rhe World; and if we could do 
ſo, it is not certain that we ſhould behave our ſelves 
towards Him ſo well as the penitext Thief did , and 
make ſo very good an end of þ very bad a Life. 

And the Paratle in the Text is ſo far from givin 
any encouragement to a Ceath-bed Repentance an 
fe 6-bog hh that it rather repreſents their Caſe 'as 
deſperate who put off their Preparation to that Time. 
How ineffeQual all that the foolyſb Virgins could do at 
that time did in the concluſion prove, is ſet forth to us 
at large -in the Parable; They wanted Oyi, but could 
neither borrow nor bay it : They would then fain have 
had it, and ran about to get it ; but it was not to be 
obtain'd neither by entreaty, nor for money : Firſt 
they apply themſelves to the wiſe Virgins, for a ſhare 
in the over-plus of their Graces and Virtues ; the fooliſh 


ſaid unto the wiſt, give us of your Oyl for our Lamps 


are gone out ;" b the wiſe anſwered z n0t ſa; left there 
be not enough for us and you: The wiſe Virgins, it ſows 
new 
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+ knew of none they had to - ap And then they-are 
repreſented as ironically ſending the fooliſh Virgins to 
ſome famms Market where this Oy! was ed to 
be /old; £0 ye rather to' them that ſell and buy for your 
felves : And as dying and deſperate perſons are aprt-to 
catch at every twig, and when'they can ſte no hopes 
of being ſaved, are apt to believe every one that will 
give them any ; ſo theſe fooliſh Virgins follow the 
advice; and whilſt they went to buy , the Bridegroom 
Came ; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage, and the door was ſbut ; and afterwards came 
alſo the other Virgins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to us; 
but he anſwered and ſaid, werily I ſay unto you, I know 
you not. n 0 
\ You ſee how /zttle, or rather »o encouragement at 
all there is from any the leaſt. circumſtance in this 
Parable, for thoſe who have delay'd their Preparation 
for another World till they be overtaken by Death or 
Judgement, to hope by any thing that they can then do, 
by any importumty which they can then uſe, to gain 
admiſfion into Heaven. Let thoſe conſider this with 
fear and trembling, who forget God' and negle& 
Religion all their Life-time, and yet feed them- 
ſelves with vain -hopes by ſome Device or other to 
be admitted into Heaven at laſt. 


Fifthly, 1 obſerve that there is no ſuch thing as 
Works of Super-erogation , that is, that no man can 
do more than needs, and than is his duty to do, by 


V 9. 


V. 16. 


way of Preparatios for another World. Por whea , 


the fooliſh Virgins would bave begg'd of the wiſe ſome 
Of for their Lamps, the wiſe anſwered, not ſo; left 
there 


fooliſh Virgins that in the time of their extremity, and 


. when 
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when they were conſcious that they wanted that 
which was abſolutely neceſſary: to qualify them for 
admiſſion into Heaven, who had entertain'd this idle 
Coxnceit that there might be an overplas of Grace and 
Merit in others ſuffcient to ſupply their want : Bur 
the wiſe. knew not of any they had to ipare, but {ups 
poſed. all that they had done , or could poſſibly doy 
to be little enough to qualify them for the glorious 
Reward of eternal Life: Not ſo, ſay they, wimrele left 
at any time, that is, leſt when thefe ſhould be need 
and occaſion, -all that we have done, or could do, 
ſhould be little enough for our ſelves: and in this 
Paint they bad been plainly inflrufted by the Bride. 
groom himſelf, But ye, when ye have done all, ſay we 
are unprofitable ſervants, and have "done nothing but 
what was our duty to do. 

And yet this Concezt of the fooliſh Virgins, as ab- 
ſurd as. it is , hath been taken up in good earneſt by 
a grave Matrow , who gives out her ſelf to be the 
Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches, and. the only 
infallible Oracle of Truth, I meanthe Church of Rome, 
whoſe avowed Dotrine it is, that there are ſome Per- 
fons ſo excellently good that they may do. more than 
needs for their. own Salvation : AnJ therefore when 
they have done as much for themſclyes as in ſtrict duty 
they are bound to do, and thereby have paid down 
a fn and valuable conſideration for Heaven, and 
as. much as in equal juſtice between God and Man 
it is worth ; that then they may go to work again 
for their Friends, and begin a »ew Score; and from 
that time forwards may put the war ae e of their 

ood Works as a Debt upon God, to be LN us inch 
 Publick Treaſgry. of the Church, as ſo many Bills of 
Credir which the Pope by his Pardons and Indulgences 

. may 
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may diſpenſe, and place to whoſe account he pleaſes : 
And out of this Bak, which is kept at Rome, thoſe 
who never took care to have any Ri uſaciſs of 
their own may be ſupplicd at reaſonable rates. 

To which they have added a further Joxph of Grace, 
| if there ſhould be any need of it, by the Sacrament 
of extreme. Unition, never heard of in the Chriſtian 
Church for many A es; but deviſed, as it were on 

ſe, to furniſh ſuch fooliſh Kirgins with Ol as are 


þ- | ' + 
To 


ere deſcribed in the Parable. | 
And thus by one Dewice or other they have chervated . 
the Chriſtian Religion to that degree, that it hath almoſt 
quite loſt its true virtue and _ upon, the hearts 


and lives of men: And, inſtead. of the real fruits of 
Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, it produceth little elſe but 
" Superſtition and Folly ; or if it produce any real Virtses, 
yet even the virtue of thoſe Virtues is in a great mea- 
ſure ſpoil'd by their arrogant pre! of Merit and 
Saper-erogation, and is render inſignificant to them- 
ſelves by their inſolent carriage and behaviour towards 
God. 


Sixthly and laftly , if we could ſuppoſe any Perſons 
*o be ſo overgrown with Goodneſs, as to: have more 
than needs to-qualify them for the Reward of eternal 
Life ; yet there can be no «/figning and transferring. of 
this rom of Grace and Virtue from one man to ano- 

x fr pf ogy in ag $ooe 1177 
| thought on 0 y Or borrowing, or buying Ol of 0- 
| x ay did all prove ineffeQtual ; becauſc = thing 1s in 
its own nature. impraQicable , that one Sinner who. 
owes. all that he hath, and. much more to Gad, ſhould 
_ any thing to.ſpare wherewithal to merit far ano-- 
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Indeed our B. Saviour hath merited for us all the Re- 
ward of eternal Life, upon the Conditions of Faith 
and Repentance and Obedience: But the infinite Merit 
of his Obedience and Sufferings will be of no benefit and 
advantage to us, if we our ſelves be not really and 
inherently righteous. So Sz. John tells us, and warns 
us to beware of the contrary Conceit, Litthe children, let 
no man deceive you, he that doth righteonſneſs i righteous, 
even as He us righteous. 

If we do ſincerely endeavour to pleaſe God and to 
keep his commandments in the general courſe of a 
holy and virtuous Life, the Merit of Chriff*s perfet? 
Obedience and Sufferings will be available with God 
for the acceptance of our fincere though but imperfect 
Obedience. But if we take no care to be righteons 
w ood our-ſelves, the perfef# righteouſneſs ” Chriſt 
wW FA us no good ; much leſs the imperfett righteouſncfs 
of any other man who 1s a Sinner himſelf. And 
the holieſt man that ever was upon Earth can no 
more afſign and make over his Righteouſneſs, or 
Repentance, or any part -of either, to another that 
wants it, than a man can _—_ his Wiſdom, or 
Learning to his Heir, or his Friend: No more than a 
ſick man can be reſtored to Healzh by virtue of the, 
Phyfick which another man hath taken. 

et no man therefore think of being good by a 
Deputy, that cannot be contented to be happy and to 
be ſaved the fame way, that is, to go to Hell and 
to be tormented there in Perſon, and to go to Heaven 
and be admitted into that Place of Bl;'s only by Proxy. 
So that theſe good Works with' a hard name, and the 
making over the Merit -of them to others, have no 
manner of foundation either in Scriprare-or Reaſon , 
kut/are all}mere Fancyand Fittion in Divinity” 


The 
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The Inference from all this ſhall be the' application 
which our Saviour makes of this Parable, Watch there- yy 11. 
fore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of man cometh ; as if he had faid, the deſign of 
this Parable is to inſtrutt us that we ought to be continu- 
ally vigilant, and always upon our guard and ina con- 
ſtant readineſs and preparation 19 meet the Bridegrom ; 
becauſe we know not the time of his coming to Jade- 
ment, nor yet, which will be of - the. ſame conſequence 
and concernment tous, do any of us know the preciſe 
time of - our own Death. Either of theſe may happen 
at any time, and come when we leaſt expe them. And 
FT therefore we ſhould make the beſt and ſpeedieſt proviſi- 
on that we can for another World, and ſhould :be-con- 
tinually upon our watch and trimming our Lamps, that k 
we may not be ſurprized by either of theſe ; neither by 
our own particular Death, nor by the general Judgment 
of the World : Becauſe the Son of man will come in a Day 
when we look not for Him, and at an hour when we are not 
aware. 

More particularly, we ſhould take up a preſent and. 
effeQual reſolution not to delay our Repentance and - of 
the reformation of our Lives, that we may-not have 
that great Work to do when we are not fit to do any 
thing; no not to diſpoſe of our zemporal Concern» 
ments, much leſs to prepare for Ezernity, and to do that 
ina few moments which ought to have beea the . care. 
and endeavour of our whole Lives: That we may not 
be forced to huddle upan imperfe&, and I fear an in- 
ſignificant Repertance; and to do that in great haſteand 
confuſion, which certainly. does require our wiſeſt and 
__ a thoughts, and all the conſideration ia the. 
world. | 

And we ſhould provide ſtore of. 041 in our Veſſels, 
. wherewith . 
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wherewith to /#pply our Lamps that they may burz 
: bright to the laſt; I mean, we ſhould improve the 
Grace which we received in Bapti/m, by abounding in 
the fruits of the Spirit and in all the ſubſtantial 
Virtues of a good Life; that ſo a» entrance may be mi- 
niſtred to us abundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

By this means, when we are called /o meet the Bride- 
groom, we (hall not be put to thoſe miſerable and 
ſharking ſhifts which the fooliſh Virgins were driven 
to, of Botine , Or borrowing, or buying Oyl; which 
will all fail us, when we come to depend upon them : 
-And though the Dying man may make a hard ſhift to 
{u himſelf with theſe falſe Comforts for a little 
while, yet when the ſhort Deluſion is over, which will 
be afſoon as ever he is ſtepp'd into the other World, 
he will to his everlaſting confuſion and trouble find the 
door of Heaven ſhut againſt him, and that notwith- 
ftanding all his vaſt Treaſure of Pardons and Indut- 

ences, which have coſt him ſo much and are worth 
to little, he ſbal never ſee the Kingdom of God. 

And lsftly, we ſhould take great care that we do not 
extinguiſh our Lamps by quitting the Profeſſion of our 
Holy Religion upon any temptation of advantage, or 
for fear of any loſs or ſuffering whatſoever, This 0c- 
caſion will call for all our Faith -and Patience, all our 
Conrage and Conſftancy, 


Nanc animis opus, nes, nunc peftore firmo. 


When it comes to this 7r:a/, we had need to gird up 
the loins of owr minds, toſummon all our forces, and 
tO put on the whole armour of God, that we may be able to 
fand faſt in an evil day, and when we have done all to S__ 
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And now, my Brethren, to uſe the words of Sr. Peter, 

I teſtify unto you, that this is the true Grace of  Gad 4 i 
wherein ye ſkand. The Proteſtant Reformed Religion, 
which we in this Nation proteſs, is the very Goſpel of 
Chriſt, the true ancient Chriſtianity. 

- And, for God's ſake, ſince in this hour of Temptation, 
when our Religion is in fo apparent hazard, we pre- 
tend to love it to that degree as to be contented to 
part with any thing for it, let us reſolve to praQtiſe it; 
and to teſtify our love toit in the ſame way that aur 
Saviour would have us ſhew our love to Him, by keep- 
ing his commandments. 

{ will conclude all with the 4pofe's Exhortation, 
ſo very proper for this purpoſe, and to this preſent 
Time, Only Jet your converſation be as it becometh the philip. «. 
Goſpel of Chriſt, that is, chiefly and above all take care 27: 
to lead lives ſuitable to the Chriſtian Religion; And 
then, as it follows, ſand faſt in one Spirit-, with one 
Mind, . ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel : 
| And in nothing terrified by your Adverſaries , which to 

them is an evident token of perdition, *but to you of Sal- 


vation, and that of God. R 


Now unto Him that is able to ſtabliſh you in the Goſpel, 
and to keep you from falling ; and to poo” 1: you faultleſs 
before the preſence of his Glory with exceeding joy : To © — 
the only wiſe God our. Saviour, be Glory ayd Majeſty, . 
Dominion and Poner, both »ow and ever. Amen. 
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Pius nons and Diſcoatſes, up6n ſeveral Octafions, in 
olumes.  Ofavo. 
The Rull of Feith:- Or, An Anſwer to the Treatiſe of Mr. 
cant, Ec. Octav. 
{Di Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtantiation, Oftevo. Alone. Price 3d, | 
A Perſuaſive to frequent Commiunion in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's s Supper. Ofavo alone, price 3.4; In Twelves bound, price 6 d. 
A Sermon preached at Lincols Ten Choopel, on the 3 1/t, of 
1688. being appoifited for a Pub ick Thankſgiving fo 
Alm God for having made his Highneſy the Prince of Orange. 
theG Inſtrument of the Great Deliverance of this Kingdem 
from Popery and Arbitrary Power 
A Sexmon: preached before the Queen at Fhiteball, on Math, 1 
5: 44+ 
A Sermon preached before the King and Queen at __— 
Court, on Lake 10, 
d& _ Sermon vr before the Queen, on Matth. 25. 46. 
A Sermon preached before the Houle of Commons upon a 
Monthly Faſt, on Eeclef: 9, Vi. 
A Sermon preached beforethe Lord Mayor at Bow-Church, upon 
the Monthly Faſt, on-Jer. '6. 8. 
A Sermon Preached before the Queen, .on. Ads 24 16, 4 
A Sermon preached before the Quecn at WPhiteba}l, upon the 
IO Septemb. 16. 1691. on Zech. 7, 5. 
A Sermon preached, before the Queen at Whitehall , March 


20. "1692. ora, 25s 
AY preached before: che Kiog and Queen 
' Ofdob.. © 1692. . on Fo. 9.23 
Feb. 2 Bp" ae 


pres: before the "and Qu ueen at Whitebal, 
Ne Being the, rſt. $u in b— On Titzs the 
3d. _ the 2 


Sermons concerning the Divinly ag Incarnation of. our Blefſed © * 
Saviour, Ofevo. 18. & 
A Sermon preached 2 Arr = 
che Sacre and Balaton Chi, on Heb. 9. 26, Oftavo. ©» 


j fn. - eg Unity of the. Divinc Nature' and 
Tani: on 1 Tim. 2.5. . ; 
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